
 

 

Mark	and	Recapture	
	
We	can	rarely	go	and	count	all	the	individuals	in	an	animal	population.	
	
Instead	we	have	to	take	a	sample	from	the	population	and	infer	the	total	population	from	
the	sample.	
	
One	method	is	to	capture	some	members	of	the	population,	mark	them,	and	then	release	them.	
Later	a	second	capture	is	done,	the	result	of	which	is	a	mix	of	marked	and	unmarked	animals.	
How	can	we	estimate	the	total	population	from	this	mix?	
	 	

 



 

 

 
 

 
	


